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pleasure welcome you the fifth annual 
meeting the California Conference Local Health 
Officers. think can view with some pride the prog- 
ress that has been made public health administration, 
and health California, since the founding 
this conference four years ago. sure the keen 
interest shown this new pattern administration 
public health the recent meeting the American 
Public Health Association was gratifying all. 
want take this opportunity express the apprecia- 
tion the department for the assistance many you 
rendered connection with the American Public 
Health Association exhibit.t 

There has been much activity since last met to- 
gether. significant, however, that more problems 
appear our agenda for future consideration than 
seem have been resolved. me, this encouraging. 
are catching the vision the limitless horizons be- 
fore us. evident there will end the problems 
mutual concern the State Department Public 
Health and local health departments. 

Already, are confronted with the question pri- 
orities. Which problems should take precedence? Dur- 
ing the past six months particularly, several members 
our state staff, well some local health officers, 
have suggested the possible need for increased attention 
planning the work the conference. The desirability 
more careful and thorough staff work the part 


Delivered annual meeting the California Conference 
Local Health Officers, Stockton, November 14, 1951. 

TAt the APHA meeting, ‘October 29th to November 2d, the State 
Department of Public Health sponsored an exhibit “The Cali- 
fornia Conference of Local Health Officers—A New Pattern 
Public Health Administration.” The exhibit illustrated the 
organization, functions, working process, and contributions to 
public health the conference. was manned local health 
Officers and state department staff. 


our state personnel has been brought our attention. 
The possibility laying out, sense budgeting, 
year’s program the conference has been suggested. 
note with satisfaction that these matters will receive 
some consideration during this meeting. 


CONTINUING HEALTH PROBLEMS 
should like review very briefly number mat- 
ters pertaining continuing programs the depart- 
ment which believe will interest you. 


Civil Defense 

you are aware, the medical aspects civil defense 
responsibility the State Department Public 
Health. This based specific assignment the 
Governor. This program continues present many 
problems planning, organization and staffing. 
difficult assignment and one none approach 
with delight and enthusiasm. This but characteristic 
our attitude general toward war and all its impli- 
Yet have assumed major responsibility, 
obligation which the future may prove 
even greater importance than any our present ac- 
tivities. need your assistance and guidance the 
development policies and the preparation plans. 
am, therefore, asking the conference appoint 
special civil defense committee serve advisory 
committee the Director the Department Public 
Health matters pertaining civil defense they 
relate the interests local health departments. Mem- 
bers such committee should free, insofar pos- 
sible, from other conference obligations and commit- 
ments. shall your advice and your 
constructive criticism. need your sincere support 
for our efforts this direction. 


— 
L 
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Mental Health 

You are undoubtedly aware that the State Depart- 
ment Public Health longer the State Mental 
Health Authority. This responsibility has been trans- 
ferred from the Department Public Health the 
Department Mental Hygiene. The primary responsi- 
bility the State Mental Health Authority the 
allocation federal grant-in-aid funds under the Na- 
tional Mental Health Act. Doctors Dyar and Zimmer- 
man the State Department Public Health con- 
tinue act advisory committee which makes 
recommendations the Director the Department 
Mental Hygiene allocation these funds. addi- 
tion, Doctors Sox and Zimmerman are serving 
interdepartmental committee state agencies, advising 
the Department Mental Hygiene the development 
mental health services local communities. Our 
working relationships with the Department Mental 
Hygiene have been further strengthened second 
conference early this year Asilomar discuss prob- 
lems public health the state mental hospitals. The 
Department Public Health committed policy 
assisting the improvement sanitary conditions 
state mental hospitals and the control communi- 
eable diseases these institutions. you know, 
our feeling that these hospitals are integral part 
the local community, and that their health conditions 
are concern the local health officer. are encour- 
aging the Department Mental Hygiene make use 
the resources local health departments develop- 
ing public health services their institutions, and hope 
that local health agencies will cooperate with them. 


Crippled Children’s Program 

Two aspects the crippled children’s program con- 
tinue give real concern. One the problem fund- 
ing. have been asked the Joint Budget Committee 
the Legislature make recommendations them 
with respect funding this program. would ap- 
pear that the near future the method allocation 
funds and procedure for estimation budgetary 
needs will solidified. Work this problem now 
progress and the conference will consulted before 
final decision made. 

The second problem, that relationships between 
state and local agencies the administration the 
cerebral palsy program, presents unresolved features. 
This problem has already received careful consideration 
your Study Committee Maternal and Child 
Health and will considered during this conference. 
Your continued aid urgently needed working out 
the details these complex relationships. 


Dyar, M.D., Chief, Division Preventive Medical Serv- 
i 


ces. 
Kent Zimmerman, M.D., Chief, Mental Health Service. 
* Ellis Sox, M.D., Chief, Division of Local Health Service. 
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contractual arrangement with the University 
Southern California and Stanford University the de. 
partment now able provide pediatric 
from these two schools the local health 
the State. Such consultation available for 
purposes you desire; necessity, though, must 
sharply limited for consultations individual 
Dr. Faverman has prepared statement advising 
how such consultation may obtained, and suggesting 
some possible uses. Arrangements for such service 
should made through the Bureau Maternal and 
Child Health the State Department Public Health, 


Infant and Maternal Mortality 

With the decreasing infant and maternal mortality 
rates, our attention should focused more sharply 
problems morbidity and mortality this 
field. The consultants can provide 
suggesting ways and means meeting these 
lems once they are defined. Prematurity continues 
major cause neonatal mortality and development 
services for the prematures responsibility which 
increasing number local health departments are 
assuming. You have already taken cognizance the 
importance maternal health problems impor- 
tant factor preventing prematurity the actions 
and deliberations your Study Committee Maternal 
and Child Health. hope that you will individually con- 
sider ways and means utilizing these new consultative 
services part your efforts improve the over-all 
maternal and child health services your department. 


Nutrition 

The department has been faced with rapidly in- 
demand for increased consultation services 
the field nutrition, not only from local health 
ments, but from many other agencies both state and 
local. The increasing body scientific knowledge appli- 
cable mass technics has enhanced the opportunities 
for local health departments the development 
trition programs. You are congratulated the 
progress you have made defining such programs 
the last year. order provide the increased service 
which being constantly requested us, the depart- 
ment has requested that the State Legislature provide 
for additional nutritionists the staff the State 
Department Public Health. 


POTENTIAL PROGRAM DEVELOPMENTS 
addition the above programs now under way 
there are number future potential program devel- 
opments which may present problems considerable 
you. mention these for your information 
order that you may aware the direction some 
our current thinking. 


Faverman, M.D., Chief, Bureau Maternal and Child 
Health. 


f 
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Federal and State Financial Aid 

Federal and state financial aid local health de- 
partments requires some comment. Your attention 
what may trend the allocation federal 
grant-in-aid funds, exclusive Mental Health Act 
moneys. For the last three fiscal years the total sum 
federal funds allotted local health departments has 
remained almost constant, spite increased popu- 
lation and decreasing purchasing power the dollar. 
matter fact, our department was confronted 
this year with decrease over last year $121,546 
federal moneys the four funds venereal disease, 
tuberculosis, general health, and maternal and child 
health (Fund which are the funds use for form- 
ula allotment local health departments. Since there 
was some increase other federal grant categories, the 
department, careful budgeting, was able absorb 
the decrease this year. think can said, however, 
that the trend toward decreasing these federal grants 
inevitable that another year you may 
see decrease the actual dollars available for allot- 
ment local units from federal funds. 


With reference the state subsidy, the Legislature 
has allowed this increase with the population increase 
the State. However, there has been adjustment 
for increasing costs. From policy standpoint 
not know whether the Legislature had intended that the 
initial appropriation would set the per capita ceiling 
the level program. the latter, the appropriation 
should, course, reflect changing costs well chang- 
ing population. The conference may care give con- 
sideration these fiscal matters. there any 
change the state subsidy pattern, the department 
would need vigorous support. 


Chronic Diseases 

The responsibilities local health officers the 
chronic disease field have been increased result 
the recent Governor’s Conference Problems the 
Aging. Several communities already have initiated fol- 
low-up action. This has taken the form local confer- 
ences problems the aging, and surveys service 
facilities. Health officers and their staffs have the im- 
portant responsibility providing leadership these 
efforts solve the health aspects this large and grow- 
ing problem. The Governor’s Conference, which in- 
cluded strong representation from county medical so- 
well other health interests, emphasized 
prevention disease among the aged, and specifically 
endorsed early through screen- 
ing. 
Health 

yet another field and part preventive pro- 
grams, the responsibility local health agencies 


health programs requires further develop- 
ment. 


Morbidity Research 

The department now has progress, cooperation 
with number other agencies, study the methods 
morbidity measurement. The present work being 
done the San Jose area Santa Clara County. Mr. 
Arthur Weissman heads this special study, which 
being conducted with funds from the Research Grants 
Division the National Institutes Health. this 
develops over the next year, you will given full 
report the character the study, and plans for ex- 
tension the study wider geographic basis may 
well discussed with some you. 


Diarrheal Disease 

Another study interest the investigation 
diarrheal disease the Fresno area. This study has 
shown that large amount shigellosis was present 
migratory and other farm labor groups. Disease rates 
were closely correlated with the prevalence shigel- 
lae. The greatest concentration infections was dem- 
onstrated populations living under the poorest 
environmental and sanitary conditions. Consideration 
now being given the extension these studies into 
other facets the problem. 


Health Services Unorganized Areas 

Although large area the State 
and the vast majority the State’s population 
served local health departments with full-time 
health officers, there are still counties the State 
without organized full-time local health services. 
many instances, these counties are recreational areas 
where large numbers your people spend much their 
time. The development adequate health services 
these areas one the major unsolved public health 
problems our State. this time wish request 
specifically the assistance this conference deter- 
mining ways and means through which health services 
can provided for the areas not now being served. The 
problem one concern the entire State and 
the intent the Department Public Health make 
major effort find some solution the 
year. 
Recruitment Professional Personnel 

With the increased tempo the national defense 
effort increasingly difficult professional 
personnel many categories. Careful consideration 
needs given the use substitute personnel 
wherever possible during this emergency. The whole 
problem revolving around the question manpower 


5’ Arthur Weissman, Supervisor, Morbidity Research Project, State 
Department of Public Health. 
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shortage and technical personnel such magnitude 
that have arranged for special discussion this 
subject during this conference. Dr. William Shep- 
his capacity member the National Ad- 
visory Committee Selective Service, has been 
position view the problem from national standpoint 
and will discuss this problem with during our con- 
ference. 


Communicable Disease Control 

stepped-up importation Mexican national la- 
borers into the State presenting new problems sani- 
tation and communicable disease control. Already there 
some evidence diphtheria, possibly typhoid and 
venereal this group. The problem 
one such concern that have asked representative 
the United States Public Health Service come here 
discuss with you. 

Another minority population group with health prob- 
lems particular concern the Indian population. 
Certain segments this population are now covered 
contracts between the Indian Service and local agencies. 
The department has been asked consider taking over 
the responsibility for the provision the health serv- 
ices for the Indians the State contractual basis 
with the Indian Service. our understanding that 
about $40,000 may available for the provision 
these services. shall need your assistance deter- 
mining not only the character services that are 
rendered, but also the method providing services and 
allocation funds for the payment the public 
health services for this group. Many the Indians 
concern are areas not now covered local health 
services and present special problem the State. 


Fluoridation 

another area one the outstanding recent devel- 
opments public health the fluoridation public 
water supplies aid the prevention dental caries. 
Many communities California have approved the pro- 
gram and one, Rio Vista Solano County, started 
operation October 25, 1951. 

important that know the present fluoride 
content all water supplies within the State. Many 
you will approached aid this undertaking. 


Vital Statistics 

With amendments the vital registration 
laws effective September, 1951, certain inconsisten- 
cies and technicalities which have led confusion, par- 
ticularly the appointment local registrars, have 
been clarified. The for eliminating duplicate 
files have been provided where such steps appear desir- 
able. New birth and death certificates put into use 
Shepard, M.D., Third Vice President, Metropolitan 


4ife Insurance Company and immediate Past President, 
American Public Health Association. 


January, 1952, will further clarify registration pro. 
cedures. 

means institutes and other activities, consider. 
able consultation with local departments the matter 
birth and death registration has served 
markedly the standards performance this field, 
The Bureau Records and hoping 
able provide more generalized consultation 
local health departments the general records field 
the not too distant future, since requests for this type 
service have come from many points. 


Environmental Sanitation 

the field environmental sanitation there are als 
few items that might noted. The first pertains 
the trend toward broader concept public health 
responsibility environmental sanitation. 

recent meeting the department’s Vector Con. 
trol Advisory Committee, the concept was developed 
that the department has responsibility for promoting 
comfort and freedom from irritation well for the 
control communicable diseases. This would apply 
both the control pest mosquitoes and the control 
flies. this regard there are also the problems 
pollution, such control smoke, dust 
and irritants; and nuisances, such 
odors, and unsightliness. The concept growing that 
these environmental factors contribute the 
health adding the mental and physical well-being 
the populace. 

The second problem this field pertains the need 
clarification responsibilities that are shared with 
other agencies. The following may mentioned ex- 
amples: The United States Forest Service the fields 
public camps and private cabins the Department 
Social Welfare with reference children’s camps; the 
State Division Housing with reference labor and 
automobile camps, resorts and trailer parks well 
dwelling sanitation cities, fact the whole problem 
housing relates public health; and with the 
Department Industrial Relations with reference 
the sanitation working places. clear definition 
relationships between health departments 
newly formed state and regional water pollution 
boards also needed. Your conference has already 
worked with some these problems. shall 
approaching you for further assistance. 


The Division Environmental Sanitation, during 
the past six months, has been developing training pro 
gram for technical personnel this field. the initial 
stages emphasis being placed upon training state 
personnel. the near future the conference will 
approached for advice regarding the extension 
training program local health department 
sonnel. 


ao 
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THE COMING YEAR 

Iam sure the above enumeration few the areas 
mutual concern sufficient indicate shall not 
lacking for something consider together during 
the coming year. The fact that these and many other 
suggestions have originated with our staff evidence 
that the State Health Department convinced that this 
remarkable experiment joint administration pay- 
ing off. The time and energy you local health officers 


devote such joint work leads believe you 


Eugene Bramhall 


Friends and associates Eugene Bramhall were 
shocked hear his sudden death Sunday, Novem- 
ber 4th. Mr. Bramhall joined the staff the California 
State Department Public Health June, 1950, 
consultant for public health laboratories. was pro- 
gram chairman the Conference State and Provin- 
cial Public Health Laboratory Directors for their meet- 
ings the American Public Health Association 
San Francisco and was active the con- 
which closed only two days before his death. 

Mr. Bramhall was born 1901 but moved 
Idaho early age and received his schooling there. 
graduated from the University Idaho 1923 
with major bacteriology and with the highest scho- 
lastic record achieved any student who had attended 
the school that time. was pioneer public 
health work Idaho helped organize and was the 
first director the Idaho State Health Labora- 
tory. 

1926 became director the Utah State Labora- 
tory. The next year took his master’s degree Johns 
Hopkins University, then returned the Utah State 
Laboratory where remained director for years. 
was also member the faculty the University 
Utah for years. 

coming California Mr. Bramhall had made 
significant contributions training programs for 
laboratory personnel the State and clarification 
administrative relationships between state and local 
public health laboratories. was also largely instru- 
mental the founding the California Association 
Public Health Laboratory Directors which was organ- 
ized May, 1951. 

Mr. Bramhall survived his wife, Margaret, and 
ason, Eugene H., Jr., who sophomore the Uni- 
versity California. The family residence 2301 
Cedar Street, Berkeley. 


Food Poisoning Outbreaks 
Two recent food poisoning outbreaks have resulted 
improved food handling practices the places in- 
volved. One outbreak was reported elementary 


school Fresno County where students and 
teachers became ill, and the other camp for Mexi- 
nationals Riverside County where approxi- 
mately men were affected, them requiring hos- 
pitalization. 

The Fresno County Health Department reported 103 
eases food poisoning among 127 students and 
teachers elementary school. The investigation in- 
dicated that lunch September 20th was responsible 
for the illness students and teachers. These cases 
began appear early the following morning and 
a.m., ‘‘children were lying all over the school lawn, 
doubled with cramps and vomiting.’’ Cases contin- 
ued appear throughout the day and few were taken 
ill the morning. The characteristic symptoms 
the outbreak were nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, abdom- 
inal cramps, fever, muscular pains and weakness, which 
lasted from one two days with some ill long 
four days. 

Only those who ate potato salad the school lunch 
September 20th became ill. None the suspected 
food was available for laboratory examination. How- 
ever, was found the salad was prepared the school 
that morning and left room temperature until lunch 
was served. Stool cultures from number patients 
the height their diarrhea were negative. Stool 
tures from the two cooks were negative. result 
this investigation changes have been made the food 
handling practices the school protection against 
recurrence. 

the outbreak reported the Riverside County 
Health Department approximately cases nausea, 
vomiting, and diarrhea among Mexican na- 
tionals labor camp September 25th between 
and p.m. Ten these men required hospitalization. 
Twenty needed medical attention the camp and about 
others had repeated attacks nausea and vomiting 
but had not needed medical care. The lunches eaten 
these men had been prepared between p.m. and mid- 
night the night before and consisted principally 
sandwiches containing mixture minced ham and 
cheese. These sandwiches were wrapped and allowed 
stand until morning without refrigeration. The men 
took their lunches into the fields when they went 
work. None the sandwich material was available for 
laboratory examination. None the kitchen personnel 
had been ill nor did they have any lesions their hands 
forearms. 

result this investigation changes were made 
the camp the preparation lunches that the 
food would prepared, refrigerated, and eaten within 


two-hour period after removal from refrigeration. 
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Dr. Wilbur Sawyer 

The news the death Oakland Dr. Wilbur 
Sawyer November 12, 1951, was received with sorrow 
his many friends throughout the Country. Dr. Saw- 
yer was years age the time his death. 

His early academic training was obtained Harvard 
where was graduated 1902. received his medi- 
degree from the same university 1906. The degree 
L.L.D. was granted 1945 the University 
California. 

Dr. Sawyer served director the Bureau Hy- 
gienic Laboratories the California State Board 
Health (now the California State Department 
Health) for the period 1910-1915. that time the 
State Hygienic Laboratory and the Department 
Pathology and Bacteriology the University Cali- 
fornia were housed the same frame building the 
university campus. close working relationship devel- 
oped between the two departments. Dr. Sawyer, along 
with Dr. George Reinhardt and Dr. John 
organized courses public health laboratory, sanita- 
tion surveys, epidemiology and health adminis- 
tration. Continuing this close association with the 
university, Dr. Sawyer served lecturer hygiene 
and preventive medicine (1914-1916) and clinical pro- 
fessor from 1916-1919. 

When the executive officer the California State 
Board Health resigned 1915 join the 
Dr. Sawyer was asked fill the position. 

Interest the field tropical medicine led Dr. Saw- 
yer develop the first satisfactory technique for grow- 
ing yellow fever virus chick embryos and the prep- 
aration anti-virus vaccine for use combating 
yellow fever. This work was done when Dr. Sawyer 
was the staff the International Health Division 
the Rockefeller Foundation, which was director 
from 1935-1944. Following his retirement from the 
Rockefeller Foundation became Director Health 
for UNRAA. 

further evidence his interest tropical medi- 
cine, Dr. Sawyer served Secretary General the 4th 
International Congress Tropical Medicine and Ma- 
laria, Washington, C., 1948. This was one 
the most outstanding meetings this kind ever held. 

Dr. Sawyer leaves his wife, Mrs. Sawyer; son, 
Dr. Wilbur Sawyer Boston; and his three daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Wallace Carroll, Mrs. Roger Howell and Mrs. 
Yeuell. 


Diphtheria Outbreak Reported Among 
Farm Worker Families 
recent outbreak diphtheria family living 
Solano County fruit pickers’ involved three 
other camp families and their travels five counties 


before could brought under control physicians 
and public health authorities. 

With four families living the camp, two 
‘‘Family became ill. local physician was 
in, and after diagnosing the disease notified 
county health department. Quarantine was established, 
instructions issued, and the local public health 
started daily visits the camp. addition the 
sick children, investigation found four diphtheria 
riers among other members 

few days after quarantine had been imposed, 
three camp families which appeared 
left during the night without notice. Their freedom 
from infection quickly proved illusory. 

Family migrated Monterey County. Within 
days they appeared the father’s home county 
Santa Clara when the mother and one child were 
ted the Santa Clara County Hospital suspected 
diphtheria cases. 

Family went Merced County. Three children 
developed sore throats suspicious diphtheria 
came under treatment local physician. 

Family arrived Fresno County ranch, and 
its eight-month-old baby developed the symptoms 
diphtheria. 

All three migrating families were located only after 
diphtheria had appeared and been reported the 
spective local health departments attending 
cians. Local public health authorities were then able 
place each group under surveillance. 

further spread the disease has been reported. 
department opinion, however, this episode 
the fact that protective immunization against 
theria vital ever for the younger age group, 
that especially urgent among the migratory popt 
lation which typically receives minimum medical super 
vision. 


Control Program Planned 
for Workers From Mexico 

Joint action national, state and local health 
thorities will taken control new problem 
venereal disease posed the admission 
Mexican workers the United States during the 
two years. 
Returning from trip taken during October bor 
der admission centers, Frank Brewer, M.D., 
Bureau Venereal Diseases, State Department 
Health, reports that preliminary estimates 
the incidence syphilis among entering Mexican 
tionals percent higher. This significant 
public health California and other states will 
confronted control measures taken both 
sides the border. Dr. Brewer helped organize thet 


a 


perform sample blood tests 20,000 laborers all re- 
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plans during his field trip, which was taken his capac- 
ity special consultant venereal disease control 
the Public Health Service. 

Rough screening for venereal diseases, tuberculosis 
and other diseases being carried so-called 
this activity. Main control efforts, however, will begin 
reception centers the side. California’s pres- 
ent reception center the old fairgrounds some three 
niles from Centro, Imperial County. Over 20,000 
men have already been processed this center for work 
State. 

Initial plans call for the Public Health Service 


centers. Specimens will sent air the 
PHS Communicable Disease Center Laboratory At- 
lanta, Georgia. Results will determine the percentage 
positives this Mexican population group and de- 
cide whether such testing will continued rou- 
tine. Arrangements are also being made for chest 
X-rays screen out individuals with pulmonary tuber- 
culosis. 

Positive blood tests for syphilis will reported 
the State Department Public Health the Public 
Health Service together with the name and identifica- 
tion number the infected worker and the name and 
address the employer whom has been certified. 

The department turn will forward this data the 
health officer the concerned, following 
which regular procedures will used bring patients 
and their contacts under medical supervision. 

This cooperative effort will make possible the location 
and treatment Mexican workers California who 
have syphilis. The program will protect the individual 
himself and control the introduction new and un- 
known syphilis among our own resident population. 


State Civil Service Exams 

Chief, Branch Public Health Laboratory, nation- 
wide examination final filing date, December 15th. 
Examination date January 1952. Salary range 
$481-584. The examination will given such places 
California and other states the numbers 
dates and conditions warrant. Applicants must citi- 
zens, but not necessarily California residents. 

Employment with the State Department Public 
Health Los Angeles area. The Chief, Branch Public 
Health Laboratory plans, organizes, and directs activi- 
ties the Los Angeles laboratory. Requirements in- 
clude four years full-time paid experience making 
chemical and bacteriological analyses, two years 
Which shall have been making analyses related 
food and drugs, water sewage, and trade waste sam- 
Ples, and substances potentially hazardous workers 


industry. Experience must also have included two 
years supervisory administrative capacity. Edu- 
equivalent graduation from college with spe- 
cialization basic sciences, courses chem- 
istry bacteriology equivalent those required for 
major either field. (Additional qualifying experi- 
ence may substituted for the required education 
year-for-year basis. 

Assistant Public Health Chemist, salary range $358- 
436. Final date for filing, December 29th. Examination 
date January 19, 1952. Applicants must citizens, 
but need not residents California. 

Experience required includes two years full-time 
paid employment making chemical analyses and the 
education required equivalent graduation from 
college with specialization the sciences, 
ing courses chemistry approximately equivalent 
those required for major this field. (Additional 
qualifying experience may substituted for the re- 
quired education year-for-year basis. 

Further information for both the above positions 
may obtained from the State Personnel Board, 1015 
Street, Sacramento, California. 


Conference Local Health Officers 
Elects Dr. Bingham President 

Dr. Elmer Bingham, Health Officer for the San 
Joaquin Local Health District, was elected President 
the California Conference Local Health Officers 
the conference’s fifth annual meeting held Stockton 
November 14th 17th. Dr. Bingham succeeds Dr. 
Askew, Director the San Diego Health Department, 
office. 

Serving with Dr. Bingham during the coming year 
will Dr. Roy Gilbert, Los Angeles County Health 
Officer, Vice President, and Dr. James 
Alameda County Health Officer. 

Within the next few weeks Dr. Bingham will appoint 
members for the conference’s Committee Adminis- 
trative Practices, which composed local health 
officers, which include the chairmen the various study 
committees. 

Proceedings the fifth annual meeting the con- 
ference will summarized the next issue Cali- 
fornia’s Health. 


Very few people die today old age. People die 
degenerative diseases. Once are able con- 
trol the development chronic ailments and their 
cause, may expect that can really live the 
natural limit our life span which will, 
many scientists believe, somewhere between 110 and 
125 years.—Martin Gumpert, M.D., the University 
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San Diego Positions 


San Diego County announces openings for physi- 
cians with experience and training the field tuber- 
public health, and mental health. 


Physician and for employment the San Diego 
program (at Vaculain Home). Salary 
range for Physician $559-616; for Physician 
$647 per month. The experience requirement for Physi- 
cian one year physician tuberculosis sani- 
torium. For Physician two years physician en- 
gaged the diagnosis and treatment tuberculosis 
patients and also sufficient experience chest surgery 
insure thorough grounding this phase work. 


Physician (Public Health $647-713. Ap- 
plicants must have had least two years experience 
practicing combination two more the fol- 
lowing specialties: venereal disease, communicable 
disease, maternal-child health, tuberculosis case 
finding. 

Mental Health Consultant, $713-786. Experience and 
training required either (A) Three years intern- 
ship and/or residency psychiatry and mental health 
under approved university training program 
recognized mental health guidance clinic; (B) 
Two years professional experience preventive 
mental hygiene program addition two years 
training (2). Before permanent ap- 
pointment candidates will required possess valid 
certificate issued the American Board Psychiatry 
and Neurology evidence eligibility for such cer- 
tificate. 

Interested applicants should contact the San Diego 
County Department Civil Service and Personnel, 
Room 402, Civie Center, San Diego, California. 


the present rate deaths continues, some 
time December child will dart into the street, 
homeward-bound salesman will try pass truck 
hill, young couple will hurdle off curve the 
way dance, old woman will become confused 
crossing street—and the millionth victim will pass 
unheralded into 
Council. 


Tnaugural ceremonies for the construction the 
$20,000,000 medical center were held 
November 2d. Dean Stafford Warren came the 
university 1947 start the new School Medicine. 


REVIEW REPORTED COMMUNICABLE DISEASE 
MORBIDITY: OCTOBER, 1951 


Diseases With Incidence Exceeding the Five-year Mediag 


Oct. Oct. Oct. 


Diseases 1951 1950 1949 
Chickenpox 557 
Encephalitis 
German 240 159 161 
164 
1,022 
670 293 368 
Streptococcal infections, resp. 

(including scarlet 209 

Diseases Below the Five-year Median 

Oct. Oct. Oct. 

Diseases 1951 1950 1949 


There was case Anthrax, Endemic Typhus and 
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever during October, 


Diarrhea Newborn 
Reported Three Counties 

Three outbreaks diarrhea the newborn 
the State during October, but deaths 
all babies recovered five six days. 

Most sizeable outbreak was that large 
Los Angeles County, where newborn 
were affected. Control measures were set 
when infection was reported from one nursery, 
then appeared two other nurseries 
Shortage nursing personnel may well have 
buted this spread disease. also 
that during this same period the hospital was 
admissions from the community infants 
year old who had diarrhea. Bacteriological studies 
under way, but this writing had not yet 

causative agent for the hospital outbreak. 

During the month two diarrhea the 
born were reported from Orange County 
and four from San County 


Vital statistics now available reveal that deaths 
heart disease and cancer among children school 
exceed number deaths from all infections and 
sitic diseases combined.—U. Service 
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